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THE PLAGUE SITUATION. 

Porto Rico. — There have been no recent developments in the plague 
situation in Porto Eico. The disease is well under control and the 
infection seems to have been eradicated in most, if not all, of the 
invaded localities. To make sure, however, that the disease no longer 
exists among rats it will be necessary to continue the catching and 
examination of these rodents for some time to come. 

Azores. — Plague continues on the island of Terceira, in the Azores. 
The authorities nave been carrying out measures to control the disease, 
and there is little likelihood that the outbreak will increase to any 
great extent. At present it seems to be markedly on the wane. The 
infection is likely to linger, however, for some time among rodents, as 
is usual in localities that have become infected. 

Hawaii. — A plague-infected rat was found October 19 at Kukui- 
haele, Hawaii. 

Philippine Islands. — At Manila 2 cases of plague were reported dur- 
ing the last week of September. The source of infection in these cases 
has not been found. The disease in one of the patients was of the 
pneumonic form. Rodent plague does not appear to be present to 
any great extent. Among the thousands of rats caught and examined 
to the end of September only 3 were found to be plague infected. In 
Iloilo 9 case of plague have occurred during the present year. The 
last case occurred September 16. The disease has not to the present 
time been found among rodents in the city. 



CHOLERA. 



Italy. — The outbreak of cholera in Sardinia has been kept under 
control and has not spread to the mainland. A few cases have been 
reported during each week since the outbreak began in August, but 
at no time was the number large, and there have been in all only 
about 60 cases officially notified. 

Japan. — Cholera continues present in many cities and districts in 
Japan. At no place, however, has there been an extensive outbreak. 
In each locality but a comparatively small number of cases have been 
reported, a condition that indicates that the water supplies have not 
as yet become infected. The disease is reported to be present also 
in Chosen (Korea). 

Zanzibar. — The outbreak of cholera that began in Zanzibar during 
the early part of August was still continuing the 1st of October. The 
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outbreak was of limited extent, only 85 cases in all having been 
officially reported. 

Southern Asia. — Cholera is being reported from localities throughout 
southern Asia from the Mediterranean ports of Asia Minor in the 
west to the seaports of China in the east. 



THE BEDBUG. 
By W. C. Rtjcker, Assistant Surgeon General, United States Public Health Service. 

Little by little the realization is growing that it is the living environ- 
ment of man which brings disease to him. The inanimate disease 
carrier is daily becoming less of a bugaboo, and the human, the animal, 
and the insect germ vehicles are coming to be recognized as the great 
disseminators of suffering and death. The mosquito, the fly, the flea, 
and the louse have all been definitely incriminated of the nefarious 
crime of spreading disease, and recently it has been proven that a 
bedbug, the first cousin of the variety which we have in America, 
transmits kala-azar, a fever of India. The common garden variety of 
bedbug has been accused of transmitting relapsing fever and bubonic 
plague. The bedbug has been called by various names : The " mahog- 
any flat," the "cinch" or the "chinch," the "wall louse," and Mark 
Twain, describing the variety found in Switzerland, called it a 
"chamois." Its, scientific name is Cimex lectularius. 

This bug, which has been the Mte noir of all good housewives since 
time immemorial, is one of the oldest associates of man; in fact it is 
not at all improbable that when our arboreal forebears forsook tree 
tops for caves they took this little six-legged pest with them. This 
seems the more likely because the English sparrow and the swallow 
harbor a very similar species, and not infrequently their nests are 
crowded with these vermin. It may be mentioned parenthetically 
that bed bugs are not infrequently found in chicken houses. 

In all his peregrinations around the earth man has carried the 
bedbug with him. Its occurrence in ships is notorious, and it seems 
to regard neither heat nor cold. Ever since the days of the Roman 
galleys the bedbug has been a ubiquitous and continuous traveler. 
Certainly this parasite, of which there are several varieties, is even 
to-day a frequent accompaniment of travel, and is not infrequently 
introduced into the home of man in luggage. Furthermore, this 
insect undertakes pilgrimages from one house to another, and may 
make its residence in one place, going to another daily in search of 
food. This is particularly apt to occur from closed houses. When 
the hungry insect is deprived of his usual boarding place he will 
start out through holes m walls, along plumbing, or even over roof 
gutters in search of sustenance. 

''Bedbug" is a word which does not receive the sanction of the 
polite. This undoubtedly arises from the horror which their dis- 
covery creates in the feminine breast, and because of the shame 
which, in the popular mind, they bring to the careful housewife. In 
a way the antipathy for this insect is a valuable thing, and if the 
housewife would extend it to include the fly as well our nation would 
make a long stride forward toward the goal of health. It is only fair, 
'however, to state that bedbugs are not a disgrace. They are, how- 



